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MEDIA RELEASE - BC STEELHEAD STOCKS IN CRISIS 
Iconic fish perilously close to extinction- decisive action required 

 
November 27, 2017 (Vancouver, BC.) – For immediate release  
  
“Steelhead are an iconic species in our province but without decisive action, they will be lost in 
just a few short years”, says Mark Angelo, Outdoor Recreation Council Rivers Chair and the 
former head of the BCIT Fish, Wildlife, and Recreation Program.  
 
The Outdoor Recreation Council of BC, with a membership of more than 100,000, and which 
represents the interests of many of the recreation and conservation groups in the province, is 
asking both the federal and provincial governments to take strong and immediate action to 
address the crisis now facing BC steelhead stocks which are on the brink of extinction.  
  
Steelhead is a muscular fish weighing up to 30 pounds, that was at one time considered a trout 
species, but more recently biologists have discovered that the species is more closely related 
to Pacific salmon. These fish roam the Pacific before returning to spawn in BC’s fresh waters.  
Wild steelhead populations are fighting for survival in southern British Columbia. Most of BC’s 
steelhead stocks have been in constant decline since the 1980’s. Only a few decades ago, 
these fish returned in the many thousands to rivers such as the Thompson and Chilcotin. Yet, 
this year, the steelhead spawning forecast for the Thompson River is projected to be only 165 
fish, while the Chilcotin River is expected to see only 50 steelhead return. “Such numbers 
clearly illustrate just how imperiled these stocks are”, says Angelo.  
  
Among key steps that must be taken according to the Council is the design of a much more 
selective chum fishery that does not inadvertently kill steelhead in the process. “Spot closures 
of the chum fishery may also be required during peak steelhead migration periods”, added Rod 
Clapton of the BC Federation of Drift Fishers. In addition, the Council is joining the growing 
number of groups, such as the BC Wildlife Federation and the BC Federation of Drift Fishers, 
in asking for an emergency listing of Thompson and Chilcotin Steelhead stocks under the 
Species at Risk Act. 
  
About Outdoor Recreation Council of British Columbia  
The Outdoor Recreation Council is an umbrella organization whose primary purpose is to 
advocate for public outdoor recreation in BC. For more information visit www.orcbc.ca.  
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