
Motion for a 
Demonstration Fishery 

Barb as it was the BCFDF who introduced the Demonstration 
fishery motion at the recent Main Board SFAB meeting I 
believe it's appropriate that I respond to your email. I know 
Gerry will respond for the SFAC. 

Considering we have documented letters from both the 
Ministers office & Rebecca Reid RDG, supporting further 
actions relating to selective fishing with the recreational sector, 
I am dismayed at your response to our request & any rational 
for denying the request. .We must question if this duly 
approved SFAB motion was vetted through all necessary 
channels? This motion is the result of significant discussion 
within our community and forwarded as a viable compromise 
to past river closures. We expect the DFO reps on the SFAB 
process would recognize our serious attempt to further 
demonstrate the selectivity of stationary bar fishing and our 
attempt to work with DFO and others to protect stocks of 
concern while keeping our fisheries open through truly 
selective fishing methods. 

We certainly agree that First Nations should observe any 
proposed Demonstration fisheries as we believe the results will 
reinforce the selective nature of traditional bar fishing. 
Obviously we suggest reciprocal observation in their fisheries 
would be appropriate. Based on our past joint initiatives with 
First Nations through the Peacemaker process we believe we 
as a sector can work toward securing their support in 
initiatives relating to selective fisheries. 

Regarding your comment on no representation at the South 
Coast SFAB from the upper fraser valley SFAC., you were 
advised the day prior that the chair Gerry Dewar had a family 
emergency thus unable to attend & alternate representation 



was unavailable at short notice. . Gerry's efforts to fill this 
important role are to be commended. 

Considering the lack of satisfactory response to the 
outstanding 2015 creel survey concerns and now it appears 
little high level consideration of our Demonstration fishery 
request, we must question DFO commitment to making the 
SFAB process work in the Fraser Valley. Remember we are all 
volunteers. We attend in good faith on our dime, primarily 
because we are concerned that our future generations will not 
have any Fraser River fisheries. 

We demand respect and expect to be treated as equals with all 
other sectors. We have been more than patient over the years 
trying to work within the process. Despite written assurances 
that DFO wants to work further with our sector on selective 
fishing, we must now question if your Dept. is truly committed 
to working with the Recreational fishers on the Fraser River. 

Rod Clapton 
BCFDF President 

	


