
                                REPORT TO MEMBERS 
  
Oct 28, 2018 
  
BCFDF ANNUAL BANQUET  
The annual banquet has been a tradition for a many of years, attended by our 
loyal members and guests and supported by our many generous donors. The 
responsibility for coordination of the event has become very taxing and shared by 
a very small group.  Attempts to secure a new coordinator have not been 
successful. 
To continue the tradition of presenting an evening of entertainment for our 
members we are changing the format and also the time of year. We are currently 
reviewing options for an event that will be less complex than our current banquet 
while retaining many of the features our attendees enjoyed. 
The tentative date is May 2019 and final details will be announced ASAP. We 
greatly appreciate your understanding and sincerely hope you will continue to 
support our annual fund raiser. 
  
FRASER RIVER SPORTFISHING ALLIANCE  
In the past year a very significant portion of our time has been devoted to assist 
the FRSA in becoming a united voice for Fraser River issues. The BCFDF has a 
mandate representative of all anglers and issues province wide. 
We view the FRSA as a regional offshoot of the BCFDF objectives and we act as 
the umbrella organization for the efforts on the Fraser River including director 
support, financial support and the BCFDF President acting as Co Chair.  This 
arrangement provides some certainty of continuation of the important efforts of 
the FRSA. 
Other members of the Alliance include the Fraser Valley Angling Guides 
Association, Fraser Valley Salmon Society, BCWF Region 3, numerous regional 
Fish & Game clubs and leaders within the tackle industry. 
The primary purpose of the FRSA is to present a unified voice to ensure the 
Canadian heritage of recreational fishing on the Fraser River system is preserved 
for our future generations. This heritage has been under threat in recent years. 
The FRSA will continue developing relations with First Nations and will actively 
demand that DFO manage the resource for the benefit of all Canadians. 
  
HEART OF THE FRASER 
A very large coalition of organizations has united in opposition to a proposed 
commercial farming operation on Herling Island which could have significant 
impact on Fraser River sturgeon and salmon rearing areas. The threatened 
habitat includes a tremendously important nursery area for salmon fry. 
 Development includes construction of a bridge through critical habitat area. 
Virtually all environmental and sport fishing organizations including the BCFDF 
oppose the proposal. 



To date over 1500 individual letters have been forwarded to federal and 
provincial regulators. 
For more info & signing petition please check web site 
at:  www.heartofthefraser.ca 
  
  
  
THOMPSON/CHILCOTIN STEELHEAD RECOVERY  
Steelhead in the Thompson/Chilcotin system are at the verge of extinction. It is 
estimated that unless emergency recovery actions are taken immediately they 
could be extinct within 5 years. Returns to the Thompson resulted in 177 fish 
from a run formerly in the thousands. Angling restrictions and closures has not 
reversed the trend. 
The angling community has borne the bulk of the conservation responsibility 
even though our mortality in catch & release fisheries is by far the lowest and our 
economic contribution to communities such as Spences Bridge and Lytton has 
been very substantial. Net interception in the Fraser River and off coast has been 
a significant factor in the demise of these B.C. icons. Tremendous lobbying by 
groups like the BCFDF has finally resulted in some reduction in netting during 
steelhead migration times. 
Unfortunately non selective fisheries practices still continue despite alternative 
methods which could eliminate main stream Fraser fishing which impacts these 
fish.                   
Another significant factor is predation particularly by sea lions and seals. This 
has also been flagged as a significant Chinook salmon predation issue which are 
not only sought by sports fishers but also crucial to the survival of Killer whales. 
These pinnipeds have dramatically increased in numbers over the past decade 
altering the required balance between salmon and predators. 
We are aware of the potential outcry when culls of any creatures is mentioned. At 
this time scientific studies are suggesting that removal of some of the mammals 
may be required.  We suggest that best science dictate the appropriate course. 
An application for a “Species at Risk Act” (SARA) is under review with final 
decisions expected in the New Year. This may be the only option for any chance 
of saving these fish.        
  
COMMUNICATIONS 
One of the issues discussed at our recent Planning session with directors was 
improving communications particularly keeping in touch with members and 
enhancing our social media tools. We have directors in place responsible for 
those functions and we value their input. We have recently totally redone our web 
site which we believe is now much more current and relevant to today’s issues. 
Our facebook site is monitored closely with significant postings. 
 
  



SPECIAL EVENTS 
The BCFDF has dedicated volunteers manning the booth at the Abbotsford 
Outdoor show and participating in both Rivers Days and Family Fishing 
Weekend. Please check our social media sites for details. 
  
FEDERAL AND PROVINCIAL ADVISORY PROCESS  
Your Federation continues to be very active in both provincial and DFO 
consultation boards through the Sport Fish Advisory Board (SFAB) and the 
Provincial Angler Advisory Team (PAAT).  We participate throughout the province 
and believe our input is important to decisions affecting the resource and angling 
opportunities.  The time involved is considerable and demonstrates the 
tremendous dedication of our directors  province wide. 
  
FIRST NATIONS RELATIONS  
Improving and maintaining relations with First Nations is a high priority with the 
BCFDF.  We respect the constitutional priorities of First Nations but demand that 
our rights also be recognized. We believe that progress can be made through 
consultation with First Nations as both sectors have a common goal in ensuring 
our respective future generations continue to have access to a healthy 
sustainable fishery. 
Considerable progress in building bridges between the sectors was achieved 
through Fraser River Peacemakers. The group is entering it’s 10th year and was 
recently awarded the prestigious “National Recreational Fisheries Award”  We 
hope to continue  that progress with creation of a Fraser River Round Table 
which would be sector driven and representative of all species and issues on the 
Fraser River. Similar Round Tables in the province have proven to be very useful 
in dealing with issues of concern for all sectors. 
  
OUTDOOR RECREATION COUNCIL 
We value our relationship with ORC and we have a director on the executive 
committee. They are the largest (150,000 members)  provincial organization 
representing the concerns of all B.C. citizens  who treasure their time in the 
outdoors. ORC has been very supportive in our efforts to prevent the extinction of 
Thompson/Chilcotin steelhead. 
Past joint initiatives include the successful opposition of the hazardous waste 
proposal on the Fraser River. Order of Canada recipient Mark Angelo is the 
honorary chair and we are fortunate to have his past and ongoing support for the 
BCFDF.  
  
POLITICAL  ACTION 
The BCFDF has established a Political Action Committee that will lobby our 
elected officials on behalf of our members and fishers at large. With the 
upcoming federal election and the current uncertainty of the provincial political 
landscape there is significant opportunity to promote the concerns of the 



recreational community. It is imperative that politicians from all parties appreciate 
the tremendous social and economic value of the B.C. sport fishery. We must 
demand that they instruct fisheries staff to manage the resource for all 
Canadians.  
  
MONITORING & COMPLIANCE & SELECTIVE FISHERIES 
The BCFDF has established a committee to review “Risk Based Monitoring” and 
promote truly selective fisheries. We support terminal fisheries such as fish traps 
and fish wheels which can truly be selective and provide virtually zero mortality 
on incidental bycatch  species such as steelhead and sturgeon. 
Selective fishing has been the “mantra” of DFO for many years yet they seem to 
be selective in where it is applied. There cannot be double standards! Truly 
selective fishing must be mandatory for ALL sectors. 
There are grave concerns for virtually all B.C. steelhead stocks and significant 
concerns for Chinook stocks. These Chinook not only are a priority with sport 
fishers but also the prime source of food for endangered Killer whales. 
Truly selective fisheries offering protection for these salmon and steelhead is 
critical to their survival. 
  
  
RESIDENT KILLER WHALE CONCERNS 
The BCFDF recognizes the critical state of resident killer whales. We support 
conservation measures required. Similar to other species such as Interior Fraser 
steelhead it will require a suite of measures to save them from extinction. We 
suggest a temporary increase in production of Chinook salmon be instituted in 
coastal hatcheries. This would provide more food for the whales and more sport 
for fishers. 
We appreciate that talking hatchery enhancement regardless of the species is 
controversial, but suggest that all options be explored and that decisions are 
based on best science.             
     
  
In closing we want to sincerely thank all for their support and be assured we will 
do our best to continue to protect fish stocks and preserve angler opportunity. 
You have tremendously dedicated volunteer directors working on your behalf 
province wide.  Please check out our web site for a director in your area. Please 
consider serving as director.  Please encourage others to join the BCFDF. 
Individually we are silent. Collectively we are heard. 
  
Rod Clapton, President 
	


