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DFO Rescinds proposed cuts to crit ical 
programs. 	
We are pleased to report that due to the Tsunami of letters & e-mails 
opposing announced cuts to west coast fisheries programs, that DFO has 
rescinded these cuts. The 'Salmonids in the Classroom" program, 
which helps develop our youth as the future stewards will continue - as will 
the hatchery production of steelhead and cutthroat trout. It is gratifying that 
perhaps we now have a government and Minister that listens to the people 
and does not exhibit the arrogance of some prior elected officials. 
 
Fisheries for the Fraser River this summer look bleak again with the only 
positive at this point the pink fishery for late summer and early fall. 
The projected low returns of sockeye put demands from other sectors for 
access to chinook and any surplus sockeye. The BCFDF will continue to 
lobby for your rights as anglers and for opportunities now and for future 
generations. It's imperative that ALL Fraser river anglers work together to 
save our ever dwindling fishery. We will continue to play an active role in 
the Fraser River Sport fishing Alliance as well as our participation in 
the Sport Fish Advisory Board.  
 
The BCFDF as one of the founding members of the Fraser 
River Peacemakersis proud of the progress over the years in reducing 
conflict on the Fraser River. Certainly all issues have not gone away, but 
there is a greater understanding of each others fisheries and a willingness 
to seek solutions toward preserving safe respectful fisheries for both First 
Nations and our respective future generations. Peacemakers was awarded 
the prestigious National Recreational Fisheries award this year for their 
many years of efforts to reduce conflict. The success and longevity of 
Peacemakers is unique to North America. 



 
Our members and  friends in the Skeena country are now experiencing 
non tidal salmon fishing closures similar to the Fraser River. This further 
demonstrates the urgency of ALL recreational fishing groups to unite in 
common cause to protect our threatened angling opportunities. Be it the 
Fraser or Skeena systems we certainly are supportive of measures to 
protect stocks of concern. We must demand  that after conservation 
concerns that our access to these stocks must be considered along with 
other sectors. We understand entrenched rights under the Constitution, but 
we are adamant that our rights as Canadian citizens be 
recognized.                     . . 
 
We continue to have grave concerns for steelhead 
stocks, particularly in theThompson/Chilcotin systems . Despite many 
meetings and past initiatives the stocks are at point of "Extreme 
Conservation Concern" Our concerns are shared by other groups and 
unfortunately due to the passionate nature of steelhead discussions 
misinformation is some times forwarded. Be assured the BCFDF is very 
serious about saving these iconic steelhead. We do ask that all measures 
required to save the species be seriously considered. Dissension among the 
user groups will not contribute to the recovery of these fish. The BCFDF has 
initiated discussions with Fraser River First Nations regarding 
steelhead issues and other initiatives where joint consultation could be 
useful. Early discussions have been positive and along with other groups 
these talks will continue.          
 
Obviously our current provincial political situation is a bit unknown but 
assuming we may have a change of government soon we are actively 
soliciting the NDP/Green alliance for attention to establishing our 
fisheries responsibilities back to the days when B.C. was held out as an 
example of fisheries management to be emulated across North 



 

America.  It's very sad how dysfunctional at times the management has 
become. This is not due to the dedicated employees, rather due to the years 
of budget cuts and lack of attention from our provincial governments. It's 
time to re-establish a stand alone ministry which recognizing the 
tremendous economic and social role that fisheries plays in B.C. 
 
Please mark you calendars for Oct 28th at the Executive Plaza Hotel 
in Coquit lam for our annual banquet. Last years 20th anniversary 
banquet was a great success  andwe have set the bar to exceed last 
year.  Tickets can be obtained thru your local directors or on line thru our 
web site and face book. 
 
Many thanks for your support of the BCFDF and our goals to preserve our 
priceless fishing heritage for future generations.	

  

	


