
 

 

 
 
 
 
August 23, 2018  
 
The Hon. Catherine McKenna 
Minister of Environment and Climate Change Strategy 
By email: Catherine.McKenna@parl.gc.ca 
 
And 
 
The Hon. Jonathan Wilkinson 
Minister of Fisheries, Oceans and the Canadian Coast Guard 
By email: Jonathan.Wilkinson@parl.gc.ca  
 
Re: Call for immediate SARA listing to protect Thompson and Chilcotin steelhead  
 
Dear Minister McKenna and Minister Wilkinson,  
 
I am writing on behalf of the board and the member organizations of the Outdoor 
Recreation Council to urge your two ministries to collaborate in protecting Thompson 
and Chilcotin steelhead populations.  

The Outdoor Recreation Council of British Columbia has a membership of over 50 
provincial and regional groups representing over 100,000 individuals, including anglers, 
conservationists, and outdoor recreationists. At our 2018 Annual General Meeting on 
June 16, 2018, the Council’s member organizations unanimously voted in favour of a 
resolution calling on Minister McKenna to list Thompson and Chilcotin steelhead as a 
species at risk under the federal Species at Risk Act (SARA). 

Description of the problem 

Fraser interior steelhead stocks, particularly Thompson/Chilcotin fish, are at the point of 
Extreme Conservation Concern. Despite years of studies and endless meetings these 
precious BC icons are projected to be extinct within three years unless dramatic 
recovery actions take place. These stocks, which once numbered in the thousands, 
were estimated to be fewer than 300 fish for each of these river systems in 2017.  

The situation is so dire that a seldom used fast track process has been introduced by 
Environment and Climate Change Canada to pursue a "Species at Risk Act" (SARA) 
listing. In February 2018, the Committee on the Status of Endangered Wildlife in 

Canada (COSEWIC) concluded that two populations of sea‐going steelhead trout 
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breeding in the Thompson and Chilcotin river systems in British Columbia are at 
imminent risk of extinction. Both populations were assessed as Endangered, and 
COSEWIC has recommended an emergency listing order under SARA.  

Urgent call to list Thompson and Chilcotin steelhead as a species at risk 

An official SARA listing could provide some of the immediate protection for these 
steelhead and result in a scientifically based recovery plan with input from all sectors 
and First Nations and address priority issues such as fishing net interception and water 
sustainability for these systems.  

The Outdoor Recreation Council urge Minister McKenna to grant this SARA listing, 
which is a necessary first step to reverse population decline.  

Comprehensive recovery plan necessary to reverse decline 

Furthermore, the Council urge Minister Wilkinson to undertake a comprehensive 
recovery plan for Thompson/Chilcotin steelhead stocks based on best science and with 
input from all sectors and First Nations. Priorities for this recovery plan must include 
curtailment of marine and in river chum net fisheries and ensuring water sustainability 
for both Thompson and Chilcotin systems.  

Sincerely, 
 

 
Dave Wharton 
Chair 
 
Cc: BC Federation of Drift Fishers 
: BC Federation of Fly Fishers  
: BC Wildlife Federation  
: Steelhead Society of British Columbia   
 

 


