
From: "Rod Clapton" <rclapton@shaw.ca> 
To: "Jennifer Nener" <Jennifer.Nener@dfo-mpo.gc.ca> 
Cc: "Rebecca |Reid" <Rebecca.Reid@dfo-mpo.gc.ca>, "Bate, Angela" 
<Angela.Bate@dfo-mpo.gc.ca>, "Fred Helmer" <fredhelmer55@gmail.com> 
Sent: Sunday, August 20, 2017 10:23:40 AM 

 
Subject: Re: DFO response to your correspondence - 
Clapton 

Thank you for your prompt response to our recent e mails. 

It should be noted that the Fraser River Sport Fishing Alliance and the 
organizations it represents views conservation as the priority issue. We 
also respect the constitutional priorities of Fist Nations. Obviously the 
optics of numerous and on going netting would be interpreted as 
indicators of reduced conservation concerns particularly for chinook 
stocks. This has created anger within the recreational community as we 
remain off the water. 

Suggesting that current regulations prohibit ensuring that our truly 
selective bar fishing be permitted is not correct as your Dept has 
instituted spot closures in the past where selective fishing was not 
practiced. We have suggested many times that spot closures and peer 
pressure in other areas could provide a selective fishery with much 
lower mortality than any other sector. It's unfortunate that our offers to 
work with DFO in providing angler opportunity through a truly selective 
fishery are ignored. This was again obvious through the denial of our 
request for a demonstration fishery. 

The economic loss and loss of family fishing opportunity is tremendous 
and it's imperative with pinks arriving that the river open ASAP. 

The issue of faulty creel survey info has been a contentious issue for 
the past 2 years and we are still waiting for clarification including results 
from 2016. Obviously reliable estimates of catch are the keystone of 
opportunity for all sectors. We are confident that you concur with this 
position and will ensure that future estimates will reflect the real 
numbers, which will demonstrate the relatively low impact we have on 
Fraser River chinook stocks. 

  



From: "Charis Hon" <Charis.Hon@dfo-mpo.gc.ca> 
To: "Rod Clapton" <rclapton@shaw.ca> 
Cc: "Rebecca |Reid" <Rebecca.Reid@dfo-mpo.gc.ca>, "Bate, Angela" 
<Angela.Bate@dfo-mpo.gc.ca> 
Sent: Friday, August 18, 2017 10:27:52 AM 
Subject: DFO response to your correspondence - Clapton 

Dear Mr. Clapton: 

Thank you for your August 9, 2017, correspondence to Rebecca Reid, 
Regional Director General, regarding Fraser River recreational 
chinook fisheries and your follow-up messages of August 15. I have 
been asked to respond on her behalf. 

Fisheries and Ocean Canada continues to be guided by the Allocation 
Policy for Pacific Salmon, which establishes clear priorities for 
fisheries management. The Policy confirms that the primary objective 
in fisheries management is the conservation of Pacific salmon stocks, 
followed by government obligations to provide harvest opportunities 
for First Nations food, social and ceremonial (FSC) requirements and 
treaty obligations. 

Decisions for fisheries management actions for Fraser chinook are 
strongly tied to Fraser sockeye in-season information. At this time, the 
very low abundance of Fraser sockeye returns continues to be a key 
constraint in fisheries directed on chinook, and the overall number of 
chinook salmon returning to the Fraser River also appears to be below 
expectations to date. 

Continuation of the closure of Fraser River recreational fisheries is a 
result of this year’s extremely poor in-season returns of Fraser sockeye 
and the extremely limited sockeye impacts available to date, and the 
need to provide for priority access to chinook for First Nations FSC 
harvest opportunities. First Nation fishing opportunities this season 
have been and continue to be severely constrained, and their harvest of 
both chinook and sockeye are well below harvest targets. 
 
We appreciate that some anglers choose to fish selectively; however, 
where regulations are not in place, DFO Conservation and Protection 
(C&P) staff are unable to take enforcement action, and C&P must 
manage staff resources to ensure monitoring and enforcement of 
existing regulations is prioritized. 



I also advise that there have been ongoing discussions between DFO 
and members of the 
Sport Fishing Advisory Board (SFAB) Chinook/Coho Working Group 
to provide weekly updates on in-season management status and 
provide an opportunity for continued dialogue. 
 
The Department will continue to review and monitor in-season 
information on a regular basis to inform future recreational fisheries 
management decisions. Further information on possible recreational 
fishery opportunities will be included in weekly Fraser River Panel 
(FRP) updates. 
 
With respect to the question on recreational data for 2015 and 2016 in 
your most recent correspondence, I will follow up via a separate letter 
as it will take some time for follow-up. 

We acknowledge the very challenging circumstances this year and 
appreciate your efforts to help communicate our current situation with 
the recreational community. 

Yours sincerely, 

Jennifer Nener 

Director, Salmon Management and Client Service 

Pacific Region 

cc: Rebecca Reid 

Angela Bate 

On behalf of Jennifer Nener 

Charis Hon 
Administrative Officer 
Salmon Management & Client Services 
Fisheries & Oceans Canada 

	


