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 INTERIOR FRASER STEELHEAD 

Despite years of discussions toward saving Thompson/Chilcotin steelhead the runs have plummeted 

from stocks of concern to virtual oblivion.  The 2019 estimate of 39 fish to the Chilcotin and 88 fish to 

the Thompson represents functional extinction. These numbers represent a 50% drop from prior year 

and are estimates only.  Increased predation or net interception could reduce even further. 

Years of mind numbing meetings and all the talk about selective fishing, habitat improvement, DFO 

rolling closures has done nothing to stop the road to extinction. Fisheries mgrs both federal and 

provincial must be held accountable for failure to ensure the survival of this precious B.C icon. Past years 

has seen too much divisiveness between agencies and blaming each other for mismanagement. 

We the anglers and angling organizations also must bear responsibility for the demise of a world class 

fishery.  Failure to think outside the box and reach consensus on required measures has contributed to 

the issue. Failure to accept that drastic measures to save these creatures are required has been evident 

among both managers and the sectors. 

For federal agencies to deny a “Species at Risk” (SARA) listing considering above estimates is 

inexcusable. Despite their perceived indifference to the extermination of a species, we must demand 

that our elected officials instruct both federal and provincial fish mgrs to look at “ALL” options to 

prevent extinction of the 2019 brood year. 

These Fraser interior steelhead are the “Canaries in the Coal Mine”. Their demise reflects the malaise 

facing many B.C. fish and wildlife stocks. We are the stewards and have an obligation to save our 

precious resources for future generations. We are doing an abysmal job! 

 

FRASER RIVER ROUND TABLE DISCUSSIONS 

Recognizing that cooperative dialogue with First Nations is crucial to survival of many fish stocks and 

current and future angling opportunities, the BCFDF has been instrumental in working toward an 



ongoing consultative process. A number of meetings have been held to date and progress is being made 

toward a structured consistent process. Provincial and Regional angling groups are involved along with 

several prominent Fraser River First Nations leaders as well as reps from the commercial sector. 

An established top priority for these talks is Conservation.  All parties recognize that significant actions 

toward issues like selective fishing, predator control and water management must be considered, and 

we must demand that our elected officials and fisheries managers demonstrate due diligence in all these 

areas. 

It will take further respectful dialogue between participants, but it is recognized by all that the survival 

of many fish stocks and the angling opportunities of our respective future generations will be largely 

dependent on our cooperative dialogue. 

 

 SPORT FISH ADVISORY BOARD & PROVINCIAL ADVISORY BOARDS 

The BCFDF remains committed to participation in all Advisory and Advocacy boards that are deemed 

beneficial to preservation of fish stocks and retention of angler opportunities.  We do demand that 

angling opportunities and closures supported by defensible science be fairly distributed in all areas be it 

fresh or salt water. Recent closures particularly on the Fraser River have been inequitable and questions 

must be asked if other agendas are at play? 

We will continue to lobby directly for equal opportunities for our members and anglers at large and 

through the various provincial processes. We will be consistent in our demands that while cognizant of 

constitutional priorities, that our rights and opportunities be recognized. 

 

 MEMBERSHIP & COMMUNICATION 

All can appreciate that individually we are ignored, while collectively we are heard. We encourage all 

who have not renewed their membership please complete the renewal form we mailed out at 

considerable expense or go online to for membership info. We are working toward simplifying the 

process electronically, but until that is completed, we greatly appreciate your patience in renewing 

through traditional snail mail. 

This newsletter is part of our plan to communicate more effectively and cost sensitive with our 

members.  Going forward, we will publish and distribute through mass e-mailing channels and will post 

on both our website and facebook pages.  Please check out these sites periodically as we attempt to 

keep them up to date with current BCFDF initiatives and information. Links to these pages are located at 

the bottom of this email. 

Your comments and suggestions are always appreciated so please stay in touch and encourage others to 

join to support our goal as: “The Voice of River Anglers” 

Regards,   

Rod Clapton 

President 


